CHAPTER XI
LAW AND ORDER
E
' the discussion which follows of the machinery functioning in
lie Survey Area for the maintenance of law and order it has been
necessary to limit our remarks by a somewhat arbitrary standard.
This aspect of government, as has akeady been pointed out,1 is
delicately placed as between the authorities of central and local
government. It is clear, for instance, that the High Court of Justice,
since it is a court of first instance for cases of a certain kind, is as
directly a part of the machinery for the maintenance of justice in
Oxford as is the county court in other cases which may differ in
degree only, and not necessarily in kind, from those heard in the High
Court* Yet the county court sits in a physical sense within the Survey
Area, and it is on this basis that we have selected for discussion the
courts which follow.
Any account of the local machinery of law and order must include
some discussion not only of the courts but also of the instruments at
the disposal of the courts for the enforcement of their decisions—
that is to say, of the police system and the probation system as
they function locally, and of the local prison. But at many points
the statutory organizations are interlocked with voluntary organi-
zations which assist and amplify the work of the courts. It is
hardly possible, for instance, to talk of the legal aid available for
the poor in the courts under the Poor Persons Procedure Act
without discussing also the provision of free legal advice which
is part of a Poor Man's Lawyer system. Therefore, although
an account of voluntary organizations generally is reserved for
a later volume of the Survey, it has not been possible to exclude
here some account of those connected with the administration of
the law.
Moreover, a very one-sided picture will be given of the local
organizations if no attention is paid to the criminal whose activities
the system exists to control. Having regard, therefore, to the scheme
of this Survey as a whole, it has seemed appropriate to give in the last
section of this chapter the results of an analysis of the police figures
for the district. Such a study of 'crime and its treatment' may indeed
give us to some extent a measure of the success of the system which
is the subject of the whole chapter.
* See pp. 159-60 above,

